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Swine Flu Update for Greene County, OH
	State
	# of laboratory 
confirmed cases

	California
	7 cases

	Kansas
	2 cases

	New York City
	28 cases

	Ohio
	1 case

	Texas
	2 cases

	TOTAL COUNT
	40 cases


Human cases of swine influenza A (H1N1) virus infection have been identified in the United States. Human cases of swine influenza A (H1N1) virus infection also have been identified internationally. The current U.S. case count is provided below (as of 1:00 p.m. on Monday, April 27, 2009).  An investigation and response effort surrounding the outbreak of swine flu is ongoing. There is one confirmed case in Ohio; it is in Loraine County.

IMPORTANT:   The federal government is in the process of shipping anti-viral medications (Tamiflu and Relenza) to all areas of the country.  N-95 and surgical masks are also being shipped.  Greene County is scheduled to receive its’ allotment between Wednesday, April 29, 2009 and Friday, May 8, 2009. The anti-virals will be used to treat ill people.  If you have flu-like symptoms, it recommended that you visit your personal physician.
For medical personnel, including EMS, it is being recommended by the CDC that gloves and masks be used in all routine work situations.
What is Swine Influenza?
Swine Influenza (swine flu) is a respiratory disease of pigs caused by type A influenza virus that regularly causes outbreaks of influenza in pigs. Swine flu viruses cause high levels of illness and low death rates in pigs. Swine influenza viruses may circulate among swine throughout the year, but most outbreaks occur during the late fall and winter months similar to outbreaks in humans. The classical swine flu virus (an influenza type A H1N1 virus) was first isolated from a pig in 1930.

What are the symptoms of swine flu in humans?
The symptoms of swine flu in people are expected to be similar to the symptoms of regular human seasonal influenza and include fever, lethargy, lack of appetite and coughing. Some people with swine flu also have reported runny nose, sore throat, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.

How does swine flu spread?
Influenza viruses can be directly transmitted from pigs to people and from people to pigs. Human infection with flu viruses from pigs are most likely to occur when people are in close proximity to infected pigs, such as in pig barns and livestock exhibits housing pigs at fairs. Human-to-human transmission of swine flu can also occur. This is thought to occur in the same way as seasonal flu occurs in people, which is mainly person-to-person transmission through coughing or sneezing of people infected with the influenza virus. People may become infected by touching something with flu viruses on it and then touching their mouth or nose.

How can human infections with swine influenza be diagnosed?
To diagnose swine influenza A infection, a respiratory specimen would generally need to be collected within the first 4 to 5 days of illness (when an infected person is most likely to be shedding virus). However, some persons, especially children, may shed virus for 10 days or longer. Identification as a swine flu influenza A virus requires sending the specimen to CDC for laboratory testing. 

Is there a vaccine for swine flu? 
Vaccines are available to be given to pigs to prevent swine influenza. There is no vaccine to protect humans from swine flu. The seasonal influenza vaccine will likely help provide partial protection against swine H3N2, but not swine H1N1 viruses. 

Bottom of Form

For more information:

· 800-CDC-INFO
(800-232-4636)
TTY: (888) 232-6348
24 Hours/Every Day 

· cdcinfo@cdc.gov
· Ohio Department of Health toll-free information hotline: 1-866-800-1404.

Greene County Health Commissioner, Mark A. McDonnell, reminds everyone to maintain good health by washing hands regularly, covering coughs and sneezes, eating a balanced diet, exercising and getting the right amount of sleep. 

Please note: We are currently working with the Ohio Department of Health and our local partners to streamline the public release of information on Swine flu.  As soon as the materials are finalized, we will have information available for the public.  In the meantime, please limit the postings for Swine Flu to only those that are generated by the Greene County Combined Health District. You and your staff are encouraged to log onto www.cdc.gov and click on the Swine Flu Info box in the upper right corner.  

Greene County Combined Health District – Your center for public health services and health information in Greene County for over 80 years.
Healthy People…Healthy Communities
360 Wilson Drive

Xenia, OH 45385

937-374-5600 * 866-858-3588 * Fax 937-374-5675
#######
